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At  this  year’s  annual  Meeting/Luncheon/Lecture  in  Septem-
ber,  our  keynote  speaker  will  be  Michael  Shoup,  founder  and  
owner  of  the  Antique  Rose  Emporium.  Old  roses  began  to  cast  
their  spell  on  Mr.  Shoup  in  the  late  1970s.  Armed  with  a  Mas-
ters  degree  in  horticulture,  he  started  a  nursery  in  Texas  growing  
woody  ornamental  plants  (think  privet  and  pittosporum)  for  the  
landscape  and  retail  industries.  He  soon  became  bored  selling  
the  same  old  plants  again  and  again,  and  he  began  to  look  for  
more  interesting  plants  that  would  be  low  in  maintenance  and  
easy  to  grow.
      What  he  found  was  old  garden  roses.  It  all  began  with  one  called  Mermaid.  The  
beauty  and  hardiness  of  that  rose  got  him  hooked  on  antique  roses,  and  he’s  been  seek-
ing  them  out  and  growing  them  ever  since.  After  he  found  Mermaid,  he  started  his  
“search  and  rescue”  mission,  hunting  for  old  roses  that  were  thriving  in  abandoned  or  
neglected  places  and  blooming  their  hearts  out  all  season  long  with  no  help  from  a  gar-
dener.  He  found  them  in  old  neighborhoods  in  small  out-of-the-way  towns  where  
neighbors  had  traded  plants  for  years.  He  found  them  in  cemeteries.  He  found  them  in  
abandoned  homesteads  and  in  lots  of  other  places.
   As  he  discovered  more  and  more  of  these  tough,  beautiful  roses,  he  took  cuttings  
(with  permission),  grew  them,  and  then  searched  historical  sources  to  try  and  identify  
them.  Some  he  was  able  to  identify;;  when  he  grew  the  plants,  certain  characteristics  
would  eventually  lead  him  toward  the  class  of  rose  to  which  a  particular  rose  originally  
belonged—it  would  resemble  a  noisette,  perhaps,  or  a  bourbon.  Others  were  untrace-
able.  But  his  discoveries  led  him  to  start  a  successful  business  selling  old  roses.  
   Mr.  Shoup  found  that  these  old  roses  could  survive  challenging  conditions  with  
aplomb,  without  being  fussed  over  by  a  gardener.  They  were  tough.  And  their  flowers  
were  glorious.  He  believes  they  are  the  ultimate  garden  plants.  His  talk  to  SRS  on  Sep-
tember  28  promises  to  expand  our  understanding  of  what  old  garden  roses  really  are,  
and  inspire  us  with  how  easy  they  are  to  grow.    They  are,  he  says,  extremely  practical  
to  grow,  and  they  can  play  a  variety  of  roles  in  the  garden.
   The  more  Mr.  Shoup  grew  old  roses,  the  more  he  came  to  discover  that  each  one  has  
its  own  unique  character,  or  persona.  Understanding  a  rose’s  personality  can  be  a  very  
useful  tool  for  the  gardener  to  use  in  finding  the  perfect  place  for  it,  he  says.  For  ex-
ample,  he  said,  a  rose  of  a  drippy  and  romantic  nature  might  be  ideal  for  an  intimate  
spot  where  you  can  enjoy  your  morning  coffee.  On  the  other  hand,  a  “tenacious  
tomboy”  of  a  rose  could  stand  up  to  the  environmental  rigors  along  a  fence  line.
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   This  2013  season  has  been  full  of  activity  for  us,  with  a  host  of  suc-
cessful  events.  We  began  in  April  with  the  Pruning  and  Planting  work-
shop,  ably  led  by  Peter  Bertrand,  followed  in  May  with  the  Disease  Con-
trol  and  Fertilization  seminar.  Peter  returned  in  May  to  lead  the  
children’s  workshop  on  miniature  roses.
   June  was  all  about  maximizing  the  beauty  of  the  roses  we  grow.  On  
June  1  Freda  Smith  showed  us  how  to  create  ravishing  arrangements  to  
enter  in  competition  at  our  annual  show—a  new  competitive  class  for  us.  
On  June  2  HuguetteHersch  and  Helga  Dawn—both  multiple  award  win-
ners--  led  a  workshop  on  choosing  award-winning  roses  to  show.  Alas,  
monsoon  rains  drowned  out  our  show  this  year.  But  we’ll  be  back  next  
year,  with  the  new  competitive  arranging  class,  and,  we  hope,  more  con-
genial  weather.
   The  Garden  Tour  on  June  29  invited  us  into  six  spectacular  gardens,  
beginning  with  our  own  SRS  Rose  Garden  at  the  Rogers  Memorial  Li-
brary.  All  the  gardens  had  gorgeous  roses,  but  each  private  garden  also  
integrated  roses  with  perennials,  shrubs  and  other  features  in  the  land-
scape.  Each  garden  was  uniquely—and  beautifully—suited  to  its  site.
   In  August  acclaimed  photographer  Matthew  Benson  presented  a  work-
shop  that  taught  us  how  to  see  like  a  camera  when  photographing  our  
gardens,  to  truly  capture  the  essence  of  the  flowers.
   As  I  write  this,  the  annual  Garden  Party  is  upon  us,  and  soon  we  will  be  
welcoming  Michael  Shoup,  of  the  Antique  Rose  Emporium,  to  speak  at  
our  annual  Meeting/Lecture/Luncheon  at  the  Meadow  Club.  You’ll  find  a  
registration  form  later  in  this  issue  if  you  haven’t  already  signed  up.  You  
don’t  want  to  miss  hearing  about  his  unique  take  on  roses  and  their  per-
sonalities,  and  enjoying  his  glorious  photographs.  He  will  also  be  signing  
copies  of  his  breathtaking  book,  “Empress  of  the  Garden.”
   In    October  Elizabeth  Lear  will  tell  us  how  to  prepare  our  gardens  for  
winter.
   There  will  be  one  more  issue  of  Dune  Rose  before  this  season  ends.  
But  I  am  looking  forward  to  another  great  season  in  2014  with  more  en-
lightening  workshops  to  hone  our  skills,  and  more  enjoyable  events  
where  we  can  swap  garden  stories  and  enjoy  each  other’s  company.
   Happy  September!

It’s  September—we  can  feel  the  seasons  
changing  at  this  time  of  year.  The  light  has  
changed.    The  tourists  are  gone.    Autumn  is  the  
most  beautiful  time  of  year  in  the  Hamptons,  
and  in  our  gardens.  I  love  my  September  roses  
more  than  any  others.  I  don’t  have  the  worry  of  
finding  and  preparing  my  most  perfect  roses  to  
compete  in  the  annual  show.  The  worst  of  the  compete  in  the  annual  show.  The  worst  of  the  
pests  and  diseases  that  can  plague  my  garden  
are  mostly  gone  .



          In  his  talk  Mr.  Shoup  will  delve  into  the  personalities  of  roses  and  how  to  work  with  them.  This  concept  is  woven  into  
his  book,  Empress  of  the  Garden  (copies  of  which  will  be  on  hand  and  available  for  purchase  and  signing  at  the  lecture).  
His  take  on  roses  is  unique,  and  his  30  years  in  the  business  have  only  strengthened  his  love  of  old  roses.  And  these  days  
he  has  to  do  less  searching;;  people  call  him  when  they  find  an  old  rose  in  their  grandmother’s  garden  or  along  a  highway  
someplace.  And  he  tries  to  identify  and  preserve  yet  another  lovely  flower  that  would  otherwise  be  lost  to  history.

   Don’t  forget  to  sign  up  for  this  sure-to-be  inspiring  meeting.
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Freda  Smith,  Hal  Goldberg,  Helga  Dawn

Hal  Goldberg,  Mayor  Mark  Epley Cultural  Center  Garden

Nancy  McGann  and  the  SRS  BoardMiriam  Goldberg,  Peter  Bertrand,  Helga  Dawn,

Juliette  &  Liz  Kearns

Freda  with  her  finished  arrangements  

Freda  Smith’s  Competitive  Arranging  Workshop
Events

Southampton  Cultural  Center  Garden  Opening  Party



The  entrance  at  Folly  Fields,  magnificently

framed  by  Rosa  ‘Pierre  de  Ronsard’

Alixandra  Baker  and  Anthony  Roncalli

Hal  Goldberg,  Lyn  Hamer  and  Greg  Dehlia Kim  White,  Kurt  Wolfgruber,  Adrienne  White

Christine  Vicery,  Warren  Hamer  and  Alan  Vicery

Mimi  Lenihan  and  Helga  Dawn

10th  Anniversary  Garden  Tour  and  Cocktail  Party



2013  Schedule  of  Events

As  the  summer  season  ends  and  we  move  toward  Autumn,  members  will
celebrate  with  some  special  events.  Please  plan  to  attend  if  you  can!
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